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08th DECEMBER 2011

MEAD MAKING AND SHOWING

From Roger Patterson and Derek Ready  - Derek will be bringing his usual items for sale to the 
meeting. Bring plenty of money with you in case you find a lot of things you wish to buy. Please don’t 
miss this meeting, when Roger and Derek will provide information on making and “showing” mead. 

As this is our last meeting before Christmas it would be good to share some seasonal fare, so if you are 
able to bring along a few mince pies or sausage rolls to accompany a small taster of mead, that would be 
appreciated. Similarly, if you are already in mead production and have a spare bottle!

19th December 2012

THE BEE AND BUTTERFLY GARDEN

Monica Lucas is a member of our Chichester Division and has now retired from a life of various 
careers.  She started her working life in an administrative post within the pension scheme of Imperial 
Tobacco, following which she joined the army and spent 6 years in experimental gunnery.  Her interest 
in horticulture developed over a six year period working in the GLC Parks Department where she 
secured formal qualifications and subsequently worked with Dr Peter Thompson at the seed bank at 
Wakehurst Place. In the interim, she has run her own nursery in Somerset, after managing the village 
shop and post office for 9 years and has now retired to tend her 3 acre garden at Sidlesham.
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Chairman Mr Tom Moore   01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan  01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover  01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mrs Judy Knight   01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach    01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com
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IMPORTANT  - MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012

YOU ARE KINDLY REMINDED THAT MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW DUE

PLEASE SEE NOVEMBER’S NEWSLETTER OR THE WEBSITE FOR FORMS



PATTERSON IN PRINT

Yet another beekeeping season over and although 
I have seen nearly fifty of them, they still come in 
different formats. For only the second time I have 
seen colonies being fed in the summer. I’m certain 
those that ran short of food have suffered fairly long 
term damage due to poor nutrition. There has been 
an increase in EFB this year and I suspect this has 
been aggravated by the larvae being poorly fed.

The usual advice at this time of year is to get mouse 
guards and woodpecker protection in place and 
make sure they are securely fastened. I have just 
looked at a newly published book and there is a 
photograph of a mouse guard held on with two 
drawing pins! I find heavy duty polythene is a much 
better bet for woodpecker protection than the often 
advised chicken wire. It is much easier to deal with 
and you don’t have the storage problems in the 
summer.

I always leave one hole open in the crownboard 
to give top ventilation. This I find far better 
than messing around with matchsticks as often 
advocated.

Don’t forget to make a note in your diary to treat 
with oxalic acid. I won’t fix a date yet as previous 
years have proved difficult owing to weather 
conditions. Tom will deal with the distribution and 
I will send an email round a few days before we do 
the treatment at Dounhurst. There is no point doing 
it in the rain or snow, so a week or so either side 
of the New Year make sure you check your emails 
daily, as we will only send the message out that way, 
not by phone. In previous years we have members 
not read the newsletter properly and turn up 
expecting to take away oxalic acid. This has meant 
Tom and Gordon have had to make extra and some 
of us have had the inconvenience of having to wait. 
This will not happen this year. If you don’t order you 
don’t get.

I guess many of you have been filling in 2012 diaries 
for some time. Busy people get theirs filled up quite 
quickly, but there are several beekeeping events that 
could enhance your knowledge. The West Sussex 
BKA Convention is right on our doorstep and has 
an interesting programme at a very reasonable 
price. The BBKA Spring Convention has moved 

from Stoneleigh to Harper Adams 
University and although a bit further 
away it should still prove worth the extra 
effort.

These are well advertised elsewhere, but one that 
isn’t is the Federation of Irish Beekeepers Assn's 
Summer School at Gormanston. http://www.
irishbeekeeping.ie/. This has been run for around 
60 years and I think is the largest week long event 
in the world. There are usually three lectures and 
several workshops going on at the same time, so 
there is plenty to choose from. 

There is a guest lecturer, this year it will be Jennifer 
Berry from the University of Georgia. The rest are 
made up mainly from Ireland where there are some 
very good lecturers and a few from Scotland, Wales 
and England. 

The programme is usually fixed in February. The 
date is 22-27 July and cost including board and food 
is around €300, which is incredibly good value. I 
have been every year for the last 7 years and the 
form is to go from Gatwick by Ryanair and get 
picked up by the courtesy bus at Dublin airport. The 
ferry is an alternative, but not so convenient. I am 
always happy to recommend it.

I am getting the programmes sorted out for the 
Winter Learning. As already indicated in earlier 
newsletters there will be three groups. Group 2 
will be very similar to the “BBKA Basic Revision 
Day” we ran last year. Group I will be below that 
and Group 3 more advanced. When the dates are 
fixed for some time in the New Year I will email 
to everyone who has been a regular attendee 
at Dounhurst or have just moved up from the 
preliminary group.

If you haven’t attended I won’t be contacting you 
as I don’t know what level you are at. I will allocate 
everyone a group depending on where I think they 
should be. If you don’t wish to come please let me 
know so I don’t chase you.

Roger



We will once again be supplying oxalic acid solution to members free of charge this winter. This will be 
available at Dounhurst on one fixed occasion, details to be circulated by email once we can assess the 

right time, but likely to be in the last few days of December or the first week of January.  This will be when 
we expect colonies to be broodless or nearly so, and the bees clustered fairly tightly.  On the same day we will 
have a meeting to treat the Division’s bees, so those who have not yet experienced this treatment will have an 
opportunity to take part and learn.

If you would like some oxalic acid solution you must email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com - with the 
number of colonies you have. Make sure you get a reply. You will need to bring your own container to 
collect the syrup solution, which will be about 40ml per colony. Plastic is probably best, as oxalic acid can 
attack metal lids on glass containers; clean plastic milk containers or small drinks bottles are suitable.  50ml 
syringes suitable for use with oxalic acid will be available to buy, £1.25 each. Those who still have bees at 
Dounhurst will have their hives treated with the rest.

If you are unable to collect from Dounhurst on the arranged date you can make arrangements with Tom 
to collect from Petworth in the few days immediately after.  The solution will not be made up until the 
day before application/distribution and should not be stored for long, so availability is for a short time 
only.  Under no circumstances should you use old solution (e.g. left over from last year) as this could cause 
serious harm.

We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can refer you to reliable 
sources. However we will provide directions for use as follows:-

OXALIC ACID

Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use
You have been supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled water) containing oxalic 
acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended by our bee inspector as one element of a programme 
for varroa control.  The solution is at a concentration of 3.2% oxalic acid (weight/volume), more commonly 
expressed as a 4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution.

Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care.  We recommend the use of rubber gloves 
when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any liability following the use of this product.

Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of the hive, using a plastic 
syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not onto the top bars. Avoid metal parts.  Ideally the 
air temperature should be above zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open for as short a time as possible.

You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your permanent records.



Keith Cook
Caroline Drewett

Chris Edwards
Matt Frampton
Mo Frampton

Keith Kinsbrook
Susan Osborn
Mel Robertson
Geoff Thorpe
Murray West
Tom Weston

Daisy passed the final two modules, being Module 7 - Selection and Breeding of Honey 
Bees, and Module 8 - Honey Bee Management and History.  Having passed all the Modules 
Daisy thus gained the BBKA Advanced Theory Certificate and silver badge.

In addition Daisy took and passed the BBKA General Husbandry, and this in conjunction 
with the modules makes her a Qualified Beekeeper, only the third person qualified at this 
level in West Sussex BKA.

Wisborough Green Honey Show Champion 2011

BBKA - BASIC ASSESSMENT
CANDIDATES WHO HAVE PASSED THE BASIC ASSESSMENT



Chris and I were unable to make the event last year and so it was lovely to see so many members 
get together for a super evening of good food, company and entertainment.

As the many delicious dishes arrived and were added to the table it was clear we were in for a 
feast ! With many hands making light work of the setting up and clearing away afterwards it all 
ran seamlessly.

I had been looking forward with great anticipation to the return of the BeeBabes. Thier debut 
in 2009 was going to be a tough act to follow and thier return was a triumph.

Well done the Bee Babes - TODAY PULBOROUGH - TOMORROW THE PALLADIUM.

It was also nice to see that 11 members receive their BBKA Basic Assessment Certificates and 
in particular the impressive achievements in Apiculture reflected in the numerous awards 
presented to Daisy, making her one of the most highly qualified beekeepers in the County.

 

A GREAT evening thanks in no small part to those who organised it so efficiently, those who 
contributed such lovely food, and those who mucked in on the night.


